DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
will become domineering and create new difficulties.' This judgement was very important for me. At the same time, through this and a similar visit to the Stadthalter, Thun, I got the impression that I had to be careful of the radical hot-heads in Prague."
"Were you at that time able to know what were the causes of the war?"
"I believe today, as I believed then, that all are guilty. There are so many historians in Germany and therewith a kind of thinking that is unhistorical
"Germany's tragic fault lies in the fact that for two hundred years she preached militarism through the professors as a scientific accomplishment and in the fact the officer was the beau-ideal of society. For that reason Germany has to bear a proportionately greater blame. Similarly, Russian Czarism and the Russian Church are chiefly to blame. The English have a kind of naval militarism. The internal political situation in Austria was untenable: the German and Hungarian minorities could not permanently shackle and oppress the majority. Before the war I often formulated the case thus: Austria-Hungary ought to be a peaceful Europe on a small scale, it ought to be a prototype for the
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